February 16th, 2003

Hi Gavin

Finally underway on writing the letter. Something has fouled up the computer pretty badly which will not allow me to do things. May have been a CD I was working with last night which just froze up and wouldn’t work any more. For example, instead of taking a second or less to save something, it is taking about a minute! And then when I saved something, the file was completely empty! However, the problem did not affect the Internet, which I used before writing this letter. We’ll see what happens.


The second race of the America’s Cup is underway right now in Auckland. Yesterday’s race was a complete disaster for Team NZ. After a few minutes of racing, their boat started to fill up with water. It was estimated there was 5 tonnes of water in it, increasing the weight of the boat from 25 tonnes to 30 tonnes, making it virtually unraceable. Then there was gear failure, which caused them to withdraw from the race. After 4 years of training, it is hard to imaging something like this happening. So, 1 – 0 to the Swiss team. 


There was a lot of Rugby yesterday. The 6-nations championship is underway. Watched the game between Italy and Wales on TV, which, surprisingly, was won by Italy 30 – 22. The other game, which was between England and France, was won by England. There is another game today between Scotland and Ireland. 


Got your e-mail last night just before you headed off for another 6 days. You mentioned about the foreign maids being taxed/having a salary cut. Yes, that is true and it applies to all maids, and not just Filipinos. The tax is to be $500 per month to be charged for a 2-year period in advance to the employer who then subtracts it from the maids’ wages each month. (So it will not be so good for employers whose maid do not complete the 2-year contract.) Apart from an association of maids’ employers, there has been little protest. I think there is more than a touch of ‘racial’ prejudice in it. The figure of $500 means that they will get a pay cut of 14%!!! Very high. When the government announces its budget next month, there is expected to be a 1% increase in salaries tax. Why they don’t have a tax on the super rich I (and others) don’t know. These are the people who can most afford it, but unfortunately they are also closest to the government. This includes the wealthy business man who is the leader of the political party who first proposed the tax on maids. He squealed like mad when it was suggested that business profits tax be increased! 
Considering the economic hardships many people are going through at the moment, the government was taken to task for throwing an expensive party for itself and for legislatures. Don’t think each person paid for it, which means the HK taxpayer paid for the bash! One significant absentee was the Chief Justice, Andrew Li, who would undoubtedly have been invited. Don’t know the reason but comments in the paper imply that he didn’t think it was appropriate. That sort of attitude might explain why he has the highest approval rating by the public of all government officials. 


The Article 23 legislation on treason and subversion was finally brought out this past week. After all the public criticism, there were lots of changes from the original proposal. But they also included some things that were not in the original. The main one involves secret trials for certain ‘offences’ (such as groups associated with mainland organisations) with the people charged not being allowed to see the evidence against them or to face their accusers. 


Went for a run yesterday. From Chinese University up to the top of Ma On Shan and back. And it was very good, mainly because my breathing was good. Several times I coughed up chunks of mucous. I had the feeling that these were blocking up breathing tubes, and getting rid of them made the breathing much easier. After that, I could breathe deeply and could run in places I might have otherwise walked. The time for the run was 3 hr 4 mins, which is 4 minutes faster than for the same run last year. During the run, I knew I was cutting time off last year’s time but when I finished, I thought it was 2 minutes slower than last year. But I had made a mistake with the total time. 


There has been an outbreak of pneumonia in South China. (This is actually the only entry for the week I have in my diary.) Several people have died from it. It has created a bit of a panic, with people turning to superstitious ways to cure it. This included rice and salt (not sure what these are for) and also vinegar (I think it is the vapour). It is true that vinegar kills bacteria. (Foods are picked in vinegar to preserve them, i.e. to kill the bacteria that makes the food go bad.) However, pneumonia is caused by a virus, and vinegar or any acid will not have any effect on them. But one thing I don’t understand is that the head of medical services was telling the people of HK not to worry as pneumonia can be treated with antibiotics. I am not sure why he said that as antibiotics are only supposed to treat diseases caused by bacteria and not by viruses. 

The other day, I got a tape of Nana’s funeral service from Granddad. I have not listened to it yet. 

Got your postcard the other day. Stamped Djibouti, 26 January. Thanks. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you.

Cheers.

Dad
PS: HK Marathon held this morning. Men’s race won by someone from Africa. Women’s race won by a runner from China.
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